
L I V E  A N I M A L S

Case Property Maintenance 



Assessment of the condition of the animals

In case of an FIR

● Seizure memo

● Panchnama

● Identification

● Health report

● Photographs

In a Complaint Case:

● The IO may be asked to submit a time bound report



Identification - Perma Flex Tags



Identification - RFID



Selection of Custodian

● Will it be cruel to keep the animal alive?

● Is it a wild animal?

● Where is the animal now?

● Is there a notified infirmary or a district SPCA in within the 
jurisdiction of the Court?

● Is there a recognized animal welfare organisation within 
the jurisdiction of the Court?

● Has the IO sourced information about the nearest 
infirmary/shelter/gaushala where the animals can be 
kept? 



Prevention of Cruelty to Animals Act 1960 

35. (1) The State Government may by general or special order appoint infirmaries for the
treatment and care of animals in respect of which offences against this Act have been
committed, and may authorize the detention therein of any animal pending its production
before a Magistrate.
(2) The Magistrate before whom a prosecution for an offence against this Act has been
instituted may direct that the animals concerned shall be treated and cared for in an
infirmary, until it is fit to perform its usual work or is otherwise fit for discharge, or that it
shall be sent to a pinjrapole, or if the veterinary officer in charge of the area in which the
animal is found or such a veterinary officer may be authorized in this behalf by rules made
under this Act certified that it is incurable or cannot be removed without cruelty, that it
shall be destroyed.
(3) An animal sent for care and treatment to any infirmary shall not, unless the magistrate
directs that it shall be sent to a pinjrapole or that it shall be destroyed, be released from
such place except upon a certificate of its fitness for discharge issued by the veterinary
officer in charge of the area in which the infirmary is situated or such other veterinary
officer as may be authorized in this behalf by rules made under this Act



Contd…

(4) The cost of transporting the animal to an infirmary or pinjrapole and of its
maintenance and treatment in an infirmary, shall be payable by the District
Magistrate, or, in presidency- towns, by the Commissioner of Police;

Provided that when the magistrate so orders on account of the poverty of the owner
of the animal, no charge shall be payable for the treatment of the animal.

(5) Any amount payable by an owner of an animal under sub-section (4) may be
recovered in the same manner as an arrear of land revenue,

(6) If the owner refuses or neglects to remove the animal within such time as a
Magistrate may specify, the magistrate may direct that the animal be sold and that
the proceeds of the same be applied to the payment of such cost.

(7) The surplus, if any, of the proceeds of such sale shall, on application made by the
owner within two months from the date of the sale be paid to him.



Transportation and maintenance cost u/s 35(4) of  

Prevention of Cruelty to Animals Act 1960



State of UP Vs Mustakeem

The Hon.ble Supreme Court in Criminal Appeal No 283-
287/2002 namely State of UP Versus Mustakeem & Ors
vide order dated 22.02.2002 directed the animals to be
kept in a Gaushala and the State Government to take the
responsibility of the preservation of those animals as long
as the matter is under trial.



Dhyan Foundation Vs State of Bihar & Ors

The Hon’ble High Court of Patna in Criminal Writ
Jurisdiction Case No 263 of 2017 namely Dhyan
Foundation Vs State of Bihar & Ors vide order dated
27.04.2017 quashing the impugned order passed by the
Sessions Judge held that in case the orders of the Sessions
Judge was allowed to stand, the same would be
dangerous for the life of the seized camels, and further
directed to release the seized animals in favour of the
Animal Welfare Organisation (Petitioner) in order to
transport case property animals to the state of Rajasthan.



State of Haryana Vs Aneesh

The Hon’ble SDJM Court of Haryana in FIR No 332
dated 15.12.2015 of 2017 namely State of Haryana Vs
Aneesh on an application moved by the Police of the
Police Station Ferozepur Jhirka against the revisional
orders passed in the Revisional Court vide which the
Duty Magistrate’s order dated 12.12.2015 was
challenged, allowed the application and directed the
recovered camels to be lodged in People For Animal
Society in village Sirohi (Rajasthan)



Rajendra Kumar Chaudhary-ACJM

The Hon’ble ACJM Court of Assam in Case No
350/2017 dated 16.12.2017 regarding the
consideration of release of the vehicle and the cost of
transportation of camels ordered the vehicle owner to
proportionately bear the burden of transportation
costs of the camels and on execution of bond of Rs
15,00,000/- ordered the I/O to release the vehicle



Sonali Circus – ACJM Malda

The Hon’ble ACJM Court of Malda (West Bengal) in Case
No 57/15 dated 18.05.2015 praying for necessary orders
for safe custody of elephant namely champa declining
custody to the owner Parul Singh ordered the Principla
Chief Conservator of Forest, Wildlife and Chief Wildlife
Warden, West Bengal to take immediate and permanent
custody of the Elephant Champa and to take steps for
transportation as well as proper wellbeing of the elephant
Champa to the nearest sanctuary in West Bengal for well
maintenance.



Prevention of Cruelty to Animals (Care and maintenance of Case Property Rules 2017

Rule 3: Custody of animals pending litigation

When an animal has been seized under the provision of the Act or the rules made
thereunder—
(a) the authority seizing the animal shall ensure health inspection, identification

and marking such animal, through the jurisdictional veterinary officer deployed
at Government Veterinary Hospital of the area and marking may be done by
ear tagging or by chipping or by any less irksome advance technology but
marking by hot branding, cold branding and other injurious marking shall be
prohibited;

(b) the magistrate may direct the animal to be housed at an infirmary, pinjrapole,
SPCA, Animal Welfare Organisation or Gaushala during the pendency of the
litigation.



Contd…

Rule 4: Cost of care and keeping of animal pending litigation

(1) The State Board shall within three months from the date of commencement of these
rules and thereafter on the 1st day of April every year, specify the cost of transport,
maintenance and treatment per day for every species of animal that is commonly seized
in the State.

(2) The magistrate shall use the rates specified by the State Board as the minimum
specified rates for transport, maintenance and treatment of the seized animals under
sub-section (4) of section 35 of the Act.

(3) In case the animal under consideration is not on the rate sheet specified by the State
Board, the magistrate shall fix the cost of transport, treatment and maintenance of the
animal based on the input provided by the jurisdictional veterinary officer.

Care and Maintenance of CaseProperty Animals Rules 2017



Rule 5: Execution of bond

(1) The magistrate when handing over the custody of animal to an infirmary, pinjrapole, SPCA, Animal
Welfare Organisation or Gaushala shall determine an amount which is sufficient to cover all
reasonable cost incurred and anticipated to be incurred for transport, maintenance and treatment
of the animal based on the input provided by the jurisdictional veterinary officer and shall direct
the accused and the owner to execute a bond of the determined value with sureties within three
days and if the accused and owner do not execute the bond, the animal shall be forfeited to
infirmary, injrapole, SPCA, Animal Welfare Organisation or Gaushala.

(2) The infirmary, pinjrapole, SPCA, Animal Welfare Organisation or Gaushala having the custody of the
animal may draw on from the bond on a fortnightly basis the actual reasonable cost incurred in
caring for the animal from the date it received custody till the date of final disposal of the animal.

(3) The magistrate shall call for the accused and the owner to execute additional bond with sureties
once eighty per cent. of the initial bond amount has been exhausted as cost for caring for the
animal.

(4) Where a vehicle has been involved in an offence, the magistrate shall direct that the vehicle be held
as a security.

(5) In case of offence relating to transport of animals, the vehicle owner, consignor, consignee,
transporter, agents and any other parties involved shall be jointly and severally liable for the cost
of transport, treatment and care of animals.

Care and Maintenance of CaseProperty Animals Rules 2017



(5) In case of offence relating to transport of animals, the vehicle owner, consignor, consignee,
transporter, agents and any other parties involved shall be jointly and severally liable for the cost of
transport, treatment and care of animals.

(6) In cases where a body corporate owns the animal, the Chief Executive Officer, President or highest-
ranking employee of the body corporate, the body corporate and the accused shall be jointly and
severally liable for the cost of transport, treatment and care of the animal.

(7) In cases where the Government owns the animal, the Head of the Department and the accused shall
be jointly and severally liable for the cost of transport, treatment and care of the animal.

(8) If the owner and the accused do not have the means to furnish the bond, the magistrate shall direct
the local authority to undertake the costs involved and recover the same as arrears of land revenue.

Care and Maintenance of CaseProperty Animals Rules 2017



Rule 6: Abandoned animal

(1) In case where the investigating officer files a report that prima facie offence under the Act has
been made out but he is unable to determine the accused or the owner of the animal, then the
magistrate shall direct the local authority to undertake the costs involved and it shall be deemed
that the owner has relinquished the ownership of the animal.

(2) The relinquishment of ownership shall have no effect on any criminal charges against the unknown
offender or the owner.

Rule 7: Voluntary relinquishment

Nothing in these rules shall be construed to prevent the voluntary and permanent relinquishment of
any animal by the owner who is the accused, to infirmary, pinjarapole, SPCA, Animal Welfare
Organisation or Gaushala in lieu of executing a bond but the voluntary and permanent relinquishment
shall have no effect on any criminal charges against the accused or owner.

Rule 8: Status of animal upon disposal of litigation

(1) If the accused is convicted, or pleads guilty, the magistrate shall deprive him of the ownership of
animal and forfeit the seized animal to the infirmary, pinjrapole, SPCA, Animal Welfare Organisation
or Gaushala already having custody for proper adoption or other disposition. II (i) 23 (2) If the accused
is found not guilty of all charges, the seized animal shall be returned to the accused or owner of the
animal and the unused portion of any bond amount executed shall be returned to the person who
executed the bond.

Care and Maintenance of CaseProperty Animals Rules 2017



Rule 9 Process of adoption or other disposition

(1) The infirmary, pinjrapole, SPCA, Animal Welfare Organisation or Gaushala having custody of the animal
during the litigation or post litigation may euthanize the animal in its custody as per section 13 of the Act.

(2) Where the animal has been forfeited to the infirmary, pinjrapole, SPCA, Animal Welfare Organisation or
Gaushala after conviction, abandonment or voluntary relinquishment, as the case may be, the animal shall
be put up for adoption.

(3) A person who has been charged under the Act or any cattle preservation law made by the State Government
shall be prohibited from adopting animals from the infirmary, pinjrapole, SPCA, Animal Welfare
Organisation or Gaushala.

(4) The infirmary, pinjrapole, SPCA, Animal Welfare Organisation or Gaushala prior to giving the animal for
adoption shall,— (a) in case of cattle, take an undertaking in form of an affidavit that the animals are
adopted for agriculture purposes and not for slaughter, and verify that the person adopting the animal is an
agriculturist by seeing the relevant revenue document; (b) in case of draught and pack animals, take an
undertaking in the form of an affidavit that the animals are adopted for draught and pack purposes and not
for slaughter; (c) in case of dogs and cats, ensure that the animal is spayed or neutered before adoption; (d)
keep a record of name and address of the person adopting the animal and procure an identity proof and
address proof of the person adopting the animal; (e) obtain from the person adopting the animal a
declaration in the form of an affidavit that he shall not alienate the animal up to six months from the date
of adoption and shall abide by the rules for transport framed under the Act or any other law for the time
being in force and shall get regular veterinary checkup done for the animal.
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(5) The person adopting the animal shall– (a) not sell the animal; (b) not abandon the animal; (c) follow the
State cattle protection and preservation law; (d) not sacrifice the animal for any religious purpose; (e) not
sell the cattle to a person outside the State without permission as per the State cattle protection and
preservation law.

(6) Where a cattle or a draught and pack animal has been adopted, before its removal from the premises of the
infirmary, pinjrapole, SPCA, Animal Welfare Organisation or Gaushala, the proof of adoption shall be issued
in five copies, out of which first copy shall be handed over to person adopting the animal, second copy to
infirmary, pinjrapole, SPCA, Animal Welfare Organisation or Gaushala, as the case may be, third copy to
tehsil office of the residence of person adopting the animal, fourth copy to the Chief Veterinary Officer,
Office of District of person adopting the animal and last copy shall be sent to the court to be filed in the
case file.

(7) The adoption of animal shall not create an irrevocable right to the person adopting the animal, and the
infirmary, pinjrapole, SPCA, Animal Welfare Organisation or Gaushala, as the case may be, may from time
to time inspect the animal and in case it finds that the person who has adopted the animal is not providing
sufficient care or it has reasons to believe that an offence under the Act or any cattle preservation law is
anticipated, then the infirmary, pinjrapole, SPCA, Animal Welfare Organisation or Gaushala, as the case
may be, shall take possession of the animal.

(8) The person adopting the animal shall only be the lawful guardian of the animal and shall not have any rights
bestowed generally to an owner of the animal, but shall have the duty to take all responsible measures to
ensure the well being of such animal and to prevent infliction upon such animal of unnecessary pain or

suffering.
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Roles and Responsibilities

● Animal Welfare Board of India, MoEF&CC – PCA Act

● State Animal Husbandry Department – District SPCA and 
State Animal Welfare Board (PCA Act and Orders of the 
Hon’ble Supreme Court)

● Local bodies – Kanjihouse and ABC Centers (State 
Municipal Corporation Acts and PCA Act)

● Health Department – Food Safety Inspectors (FSSA Act 
2006)

● Department of Road Transport (Motor Vehicles Act)

● Forest Department -



NOTIFICATION 
New Delhi, the 26th March, 2001 

S.O.271 (E) - Whereas the draft Prevention of Cruelty to Animals (Establishment and Regulation of Societies for Prevention of
Cruelty to Animals) Rules, 2000 were published as required by sub-section (1) of section 38 of the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals
Act, 1960 (59 of 1960), under the notification of the Government of India in the Ministry of Social Justice and Empowerment
number S.0 1166 (E) dated the 2611 December, 2000 in the Gazette of India, Extraordinary, Part 11, Section 3, Sub Section (ii)
dated the 27th December, 2000 inviting objections and suggestions from all persons likely to be affected thereby, before the expiry
of the period of sixty days from the date on which copies of the Gazette containing the said notification are made available to the
public.
And, whereas, copies of the said Gazette were made available to the public on the 1 st January 2001.
And, whereas no objection or suggestion has been received from the public in respect of the said draft rules by the Central
Government.
Now, therefore, in exercise of the powers conferred by sub-sections (1) and (2) of section 38 of the Prevention of Cruelty to
Animals Act, 1960 (59 of 1960) the Central Government hereby makes the following rules, namely :

1. Short title and commencement - (1) These rules may be called the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals (Establishment and
Regulation of Societies for Prevention of Cruelty to Animals) Rules, 2001
(2) They shall come into force on the date of their publication in the Official Gazette.
2. Definitions - In these rules, unless the context otherwise requires.

(a) "Act" means the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals Act, 1960 (59 of 1960)
(b) "Animal Welfare Organisation" means a Welfare Organisation for animals which is registered under the Societies Registration
Act of 1860 (21 of 1860) or any other corresponding law for the time being in force and recognised by the Board or the Central
Government.
(c) "Board" means the Animal Welfare Board of India established under the Act.
(d) "local authority, means a municipal board of municipal committee, a State Animal Welfare Board, district board or any local
animal welfare organisation authorised by any law for the control and administration of any matter relating to animals within a
specified local areas.
(e) "Society" means Society for Prevention of Cruelty to Animals (hereinafter referred to as SPCA) established in any district under
the Societies Registration Act, 1860 (21 of 1860) or any other corresponding law applicable in a state and shall include the existing
SPCA functioning in any district.
(f) "veterinary doctor" means a person registered with the Veterinary Council of India established under the Indian Veterinary
Council Act, 1984 (52 of 1984).



3. Society for Prevention of Cruelty to animals in a district - (1) Every State Government shall by notification in the Official
Gazette, establish, as soon as may be and in any event within six months from the date of commencement of these rules, a
society for every district in the State to be the SPCA in that district.

Provided that any society for Prevention of Cruelty to Animals functioning in any district on the date of commencement of these
rules shall continue to discharge its functions till establishment of the SPCA in that district under these rules.

(2) The Managing Committee of the Society shall be appointed by the State Government or the local authority of the district
consisting of a Chairperson to be appointed by the State Government or the local authority of the district, as the case may be
with the concurrence of the Board and shall consist of such number of other members as may be considered necessary by the
State Government or the local authority of the district subject to the condition that

(i) at least two members shall be representatives of the Animal Welfare Organisations which are actively involved in the work of
prevention of cruelty to animals and welfare of animals preferably from within the district; and

(ii) at least two members shall be the persons elected by the general body of members of the Society.

(3) The duties and powers of the Society shall be to aid the Government, the Board and local authority in enforcing the provisions
of the Act and to make such bye-laws and guidelines as it may deem necessary for the efficient discharge of its duties.

(4) The Society, or any person authorized by it in this behalf, if it or he has reasonable grounds for believing that any person has
committed an offence under the Act, it or such authorized person may require such person to produce forthwith any animal in
his possession, control, custody or ownership, or any license, permit or any other document granted to such person or required
to be kept by him under the provisions of the Act and may stop any vehicle or enter into any premises in order to conduct a
search or inquiry and may seize an animal in respect of which it or such authorized person has reason to believe that an offence
under the Act is being committed, and deal with it in accordance with law.

(5) In addition to the powers conferred by these rules, the State Government may, in consultation with the Board, confer such
other powers upon any Society for exercising the powers and discharging the functions assigned to it under these rules.



4. Setting up of infirmaries and animal shelters - (1) Every State Government shall provide adequate land and other facilities 
to the Society for the purpose of constructing infirmaries and animal shelters. 

(2) Every infirmary and animal shelter shall have -

(i) a full time veterinary doctor and other staff for the effective running and maintenance of such infirmary or animal shelter;

(ii) an administrator who shall be appointed by the Society. 

(3) Every Society shall, through its administrator or otherwise, supervise the overall functioning of the infirmaries and animal
shelters under its control and jurisdiction. 

(4) All cattle pounds and pinjrapoles owned and run by a local authority shall be managed by such authority jointly with the 
Society or Animal Welfare Organisations. 

5. Regulation of SPCAs 

(1) Every Society shall submit its annual report to the Board incorporating therein the activities undertaken by it for the welfare 
of animals and the steps or measures taken by it to implement various provisions of the Act and the rules made thereunder 
along with annual accounts duly audited by a chartered accountant or any other body authorised by law within a period of one 
month from the date of its accounts having been finalised by its managing committee. 

(2) The Board shall examine such annual report and the annual accounts submitted by the Society and may give any directions 
to it for improvement of its functioning including the supercession of the managing committee of the Society with a view to give
effect to the provisions of the Act and the rules made thereunder. 

Provided that the Board shall give opportunity of personal hearing to the office bearers of the Society or any representative
authorised by it before giving direction of its supercession and holding of fresh elections for electing a new managing committee 
as per bye-laws of the society. 

(3) The Board shall give any direction to any Society in the interest of smooth and efficient functioning of the Society including 
the procedure for holding the election of the managing committee of the Society, utilisation of financial resources and 
management of assets of the Society with a view to give effect to the provisions of the Act and the rules made thereunder. 

(F.No.19/l/2000-AWD) 

















Thank you

Gauri Maulekhi

Co-opted Member, Animal Welfare Board of India

Member, Uttarakhand Cattle Protection Commission

Executive Secretary, SPCA Dehradun

Member, Delhi Slaughterhouse Monitoring Committee

Member, Kerala Slaughterhouse Monitoring Committee

Member, Kerala Captive Elephant Task Force

Trustee, People for Animals


